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The Assistant is the story of Alpine’s slow, bitter self-subjection to his former
victim ; their lives become increasingly entangled until Alpine becomes Bober...
(Italics are Hoyt’s.)®

A4 b (Charles Alva Hoyt) 5 o3IO X510 & TWBEY [7 v A% ¥ P IRVDE
TLETEST7I5VvIDEY ANDEHEYEL WD ZLRIcD, TR7IVIOEHETHE) A
LIREDE 5 ATH D 5 B

Bxe ¥ 7THEFRO2 LY AR, B Tl > TLT £V H DRI DF% RDTZ O
NCELE—ATHD, L LETE=a2—a - DB LV—ATHILBRRBIETE M EL
EORNT WL EFOERE—HEEET LIV, €Y ARFXMAOFIEDL b XX Dk
BFoTEIMTH LVAEBRRYBRDIWEEZSZ L H5D, BUFOMLrRWEDER LS
?é:&%f%kvo%hmﬁﬁ&?:&@f%tmﬁﬁav5¢ﬁKL@L@%iBhTV6O
ERIILETTELSBRIR TV Y, L0 bE—BENLENEDE) ADFEET, &7
5 v 7 ¢ ~v v (Helen Bober) oZE N\ ko LY HD T Z LB LTYH, FEA
ENEY) ADEE ERERHL ZERBBLTHBE VST IVEER, 1 2VTA7F5VID
BHETHEY ALIZID LD ETRBDOAYLD,
H—ELEORBROMEN DI E 5, Bl ) ADBChINI LY F DEWIICP > TS
BHE—T VLRIV, FO=Z1 v M ORDEFTEHARCIELHT 2T bisv, £ L
THFTFHEZECR L TR S ES WAV S, FIXLORTHAR LU TCSHbhic\Z & x5
DENBLFESTLE >, £ LTBEETHAITOHFTOROMEAD =y 7 (Nick Fuso) 12
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IX TR LEBEVWHRE L CUEDRT A BV BE %, hohLErBrCRER 0K, L
NLEDARRFULEY AD ERFECED Do T0 B X5 T 5, HOERFE= S
YARXEHBDOIENED OB TIIE =4+ ADH — 7 (Julius Karp) &-2— (Sam
PearDAEZH LT\ 5, RAIZIFE LB LoD, » — 7R BEEEMGR L & LCHEE
HIRDTHLHBER I o7, Fhr £V 213 “Karp changed his luck”? (AT 5%, —F
N= B BEIIENH > T (“Sam’s luck with the nags was exceptional”)® 2ol
BFERERLRLDZENTERLLDVREDE, LrdH 2w b ZORTIREREL LD
ZHREERBEELE TS, LIANE) ARFRVOETHIRERE T, Bo~Lv v
WhE% & “luck and he were, if not natural enemies, not good friends.”® & \»-7cdR
BT, 7y 7RA= AN EDOREN B> T E ) ADRERIEE R & - THL BRI HE
ShTwb, €Y AOREOFNIE X HITRIEY)D 2 iz £, Bl EB W ais — 7 ORI
S TERFLAYRE) ADEOREE LY, »—TOEERB > TV BENKEELTE) AD
JECH LAATERLY THDL, E—BHIHRBEEBORTERS ) ARDOWTRD L > It EE
T#H ->TWw%, “He fell without a cry. The end fitted the day. It was his luck, others
had better.”s)

WREI RO B It —AHOBTHIEE - T, FAEDE) AOIEADOHFKEL
£oT0h, LA LEDMADIFREEbACHATH> TR LTHELIIV LIV, Y ADFE
DERNIZFO=4—H LW HIFOFOFTHETADKDCERE ¥ LoD TR Lk
TH Do

“I think I will shovel the snow,” he told Ida at lunch-time.
“Go better to sleep.”
“It ain’t nice for the customers.”

.....................

Her voice had an edge to it. “You want to catch pneumonia, Morris ?”
“It’s spring,” he murmured.
“It’s winter.”®

EHIFEL/RDHATV DS, L LBEEREDT A FDOVGIBY DX oD, £
ADYREIZDYETH B, FECED E TOVRBERIZFEIL > T olenE, b LEkE
e BHETIE, FEEOLERIEY Ol T hnizs 5, FRIZKOESDRAE LTus
Do '

In the cemetry it was spring. The snow had melted on all but a few graves,
the air was warm, fragrant.?
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In some respects, Morris is a quintessential instance of the Jewish “sufferer”

whose enemy is life itself...®

Ai%@%o&ﬁ&?b%yx,%@&%m~®%v0%&¢é%dx,777?ﬁ%§%ﬁ
oTWhEY ALIZED L 5 APHEDORE, BLTIO X5 LEHTH B2 OREBAY L EIRD
RUHERh> 530550,

MEDREFE LI TEREEL 2127 T VI DFEAR=F VY FEHBVDH D=LV b O
B R o T Bo £ LTH XL TEVYY Lic= v 7 BKRERFEIAZ TEDHICE R &
25, CHIMBEBOEEDE -1 DEVELTHDEV 2T\, WRELEY AT 7 VI
Thotttld, ol AUBDIRERERIELBZIELTVELICARLD, COEET
175 v I OFRECAHED D E\DDh, NEREE LT, ErRLALEBREELH BT
TR WDh, FDL 5 I EER R BETRIORDR 77 v 7R OYRRCERLTER
DIEH D bro |

L% TE) AOBEMIEN VBELAFTERD, dHAAHFOEFRCIHEShHNE LB
F R TIR A V, BlZiE~ v v (Thab Hassan) ik & OfE@ICIZERINESH LTS LW
5,

The world revealed by The Assistant is, materially speaking, bleak; morally,
it glows with a faint, constant light.

%O#?ﬂk%&@%Ux@%Eéf%%oﬁﬁoﬁm%%okf&@%%bmﬁ&ﬁA@%
oty BEIBOBEHSNITACEDED &L EX LR D, LHLLOBEROTRIIECLE
HEGDS DR B D LTWBIES D 2, WIIHNCEREANTHS, LrLThd ¥7—
(Walter Shear) n SR uf “Morris is the fool of goodness”@ 1\ s X 5 —FfED
ERET LAV TRE VWD, £ % BT ADRDEATE » BRI BEOEDFHE L7 -
TWA TRV D,

53 ) ANDBROSEDOHTHOBER SEHDEL T 5, BEDPEIENLTIA
2y DEDEERIBOFEETL 2 — F AR LREVCHTGELI bbb ot, 7ERED
BWEExR Z ORBA TV %o

“Couldn’t he wait till shé comes in tomorrow ? Not Morris Bober, let him

rest in peace. He didn’t want the poor woman to worry, 'so he ran after her
in the snow. This is why the grocer had so many friends who admi-red him,” o
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COBEDED L O ICHEHEREOANTH o Z LRI FELARVES Y, LHLITEDND
LI AL EBEHTH5EAECE IR TCWLESL D, b LEDIThotelt b AR
L BDAEE R ED DB > 13 TTRIVDOh, BATH S EFERCFE U= v ADKA
THDHETDN =71, ) ADEARL b LTHSOE LEY €Y ADHERRIC 5 N A
YAOBRRBIHEL T LE o7, ThiE Y ADEOREZCHEL T T W5, TRl
hoEZABRACET LR TWA DI,

fig & e o TIRATWL Y ADLOFHERNTLR L S5, FREALTREL TR WL T5
D303 BIXTIE, '

When the grocer felt himself awaking, he tried to get back into dream but it
easily evaded him. His eyes were wet. He thought of his life with sadness.
For his family he had not provided, the poor man’s disgrace. Ida was asleep
at his side. He wanted to awaken her and apologize. He thought of Helen.
It would be terrible if she became an old maid. He moaned a little, thinking

of Frank. His mood was of regret. I gave away my life for nothing. It was
the thunderous truth. Was the snow still falling 7

ZTOERBRE-> TV BT, FLEDOA A—-P3E ) ADHRCESL ETHEE &L - TR
B LRI TOXIRPIVHIREBATH i LAR L THEbRL Ui, HoERX
RL->THEDRDIRTVEDIbhAbIGRETH > TIRLTE ) ABH TR, TIRID
LoV AND 7 T VI DEHDBERIIES 8D D ZZT75 vI/OEEY L >—ERE
LTRTHRLS, |

FIX7 7 VIRE) ANORBAILEFEN D Tlel, EiLE v 5 BERNESTAT bbbl
BDFERICADLND = ¥ ANDEH LTI > T B DT,

One day in April Frank went to the hospital and had himself circumcised.

For a couple of days he dragged himself around with a pain between his legs.
The pain enraged and inspired him. After Passover he became a Jew.®

FT7oA22 v bl OFRZZO M2 2y ANcicolko) EWHBETHERTWBDE, T
BZD2 XY ANOEHIEY) ANOEFLEED LS5 boTw5Dh, £V ALb L &=
EXNIeDIEh b, ZhRISHERRZEEBbhand Ui, Lo LRI Z g S
TREZLHIE, £ Db EFIH LRI OBERNCKRD X 5 nREE c—Eir b 505
75

As he was reading he had this pleasant thought. He saw St. Francis come
dancing out of the woods in his brown rags, a couple of scrawny birds flying
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-around over his head. St. F. stopped in front of the grocery, and reaching into
garbage can, plucked the wooden rose out of it. He tossed it into the air and
it turned into a real flower that he caught in his hand. With a bow he gave it
to Helen, who had just come out of the house. “Little sister, here is your little
sister the rose.” From him she took it, although it was with the love and best
wishes of Frank Alpine.n |

RKDOAZEZT7 5 v I BBMDBLE> T~V VIRED, EOMOZZBBTHORATLE o
DD, TRIEINL COYFEOFTIX7I v 27 LIELIER Y 5 vy ARBEOh TV 3
Do 77 v s TAALvD F. Al L5 HHAFEM Fransis of Assisi o F. A, wstin L
TWBZ EROALIERIN TN B, LTI THEZ S vy AR > TAT DR~
VYRBITHDNE, FOB7 S VYR Y vy 7DBA, TOHENKET T VI D2 KXY AN
OEHDHEMCELZBRb LTV ABDh, 77 V2 k=2 XY ARKD LFAKCETY 5 VY ANOE
HELRLETTWB Lo bFHDD, chid75 VIZ/OBENEBLEHI MY v 2L 2XY LD
A% LR LTV B L5 blih B, B LTES 55, © & CHRROMIIE S 2 4 1
ORIFECERLTEHL 5, |

BEEHT IV IREY) AR E T AL IR DT OBMEIBD D, 77 v 7iLE ) AN
YFT—INBTIHT, 2FVRLANT, =L YORAREYEI YT L RY LT
%vxo:ﬁ#ﬁmﬁ%%&ﬁmwéo%hmﬁbf%uzu%ﬁé:%nﬁvaﬁ%ﬁkg
2B, BRTEDPLECLDBRROTIRTHIIRIATAZLOTE R VORIBAIEH, Ehry
WHhETHLXXZDERRIE) AD =2 LY HERFCEH LT3 LBV DR, Fhik
77V IDMDEHEIE>TERZITE LTS (“I think other religions have those ideas
t00,)1 L\ 5 BER L > THELRKBE IR TWB LB 25151, LThile) 2024 vk
EREDBEDLDIES1-Dh, “When a Jew dies, who asks if he is a Jew? He is a
Jew, we don’t ask,”® L\+5 5 CDOBEMEHTEDOTEDL, 24 YHDT Lrot ) ANDRE
DEELLIAHI XL SRS T 5, HFREZCOMEL E5EXLTWB0KE5 55,

Malamud’s Jews(and his Gentiles)are connected to each other not by religious
and social ties but by a common fate of error an ill luck and sorrow...t?

ZHhixy m 2 r 7 (Theodore Solotaroff) ® <=5 < v F OB AN — R BE 53 B, g2
BT bbbz A YHBEALLRALEILT LA WEBEBBLTIVWEAS, Vv F= VT
SENE 7RV 2BlIRE >TZ 50T, -

Indeed, if God exists anywhere in The Assistant, He is in Morris Bober’s soul.
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That is why finally Frankie’s conversion, like Morris’ identity, is clearly a
humanistic rather than a religious mystery—though the two are not necessarily
exclusive. That is also why the pressure to read the novel in terms of close
Judaic allegory is less rewarding than deflecting. Even the question of Jewish-
ness, or a Jewish heart, is less to the point than might be imagined.®®

bLEDOWIEY LThE, bhbhikiz®) AN A YATHEZ L HEDTERORS
BRI LR B, fr—AD=2 LY AL RBHIK, —ADARME LTRERE LD, &
THIE, 75 vI0e) AREETAHACHI > THACREETS L9 KBVWETLT2 £y
NETR B RERI— L DHDDIESL S 2 BRERLAAMELTDE) ANDEH I bHT
TRERLTWB LICBLS, ¢ THE2 XY ANDEHIL, ) ANDOEE LIXFOKTD,
FONDF LOEREF o TWDEELDLZENTES, ZZTCRIED 75 VI RERAEDL S
EVIOIRBBEYRTAH Lt LI 5,

Then the diggers began to push in the loose earth around the grave and it
fell on the coffin the mourners wept aloud.

Helen tossed in a rose.

Frank, standing close to the edge of the grave, leaned forward to see where
the flower fell. He lost his balance, and though flailing his arms, landed feet
first on the coffin.®

SR ATHHTND, DO TROATHBETL 75 v 2 IRES>TATREBOEHIc D,
ZDAZHBTES> DB DEHIEOFCEDLTWBEDE, ) ANOEHIL, FEiz~v v~
DED FHER I FER TLlX s D,

Tb b 77 VIR ) ADEDER LI 5 1eDIEH 5y, ) ANDRIEIEAS 5 D30 F
RRAFENICES S D, TRt v+ — F (Ward Minogue) ¢ 0&ZEDOHTHSD A BT
WA 1,

“I felt sorry for him after you slugged him, so I went .back to give him a
hand while he was in a weak condition.”®

L LZhhME—DBIEIE S 7cDEAH S by COREDTBE Y+ —FiX77v2rDd 5—o
DEEL R LT\ 5,

- Ward rose. “That ain’t your conscience you are worried about.”
“NO ?”
“It’s something else. I hear those Jew girls make nice ripe lays.”
Frank went back without his gun.®
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RicOREote L LELHS L, BELULETEEI AL IDbE->T WS, ChE v+ —
FOEECHTOIMRBRORBEMS & LIRTFTREL S 50 EBEMBIET Y ADRIEWEAND &
52 &Y +— FDEZE (“1 used to go to school with his daughter. She has a nice
%ywﬂmlor@bbaﬂofmtb,%ux%mﬁﬁ&éﬁmn«vv®§%Mo%0%m
BDTHWBDHE,

That night as he was wandering past Morris’s store he glanced through the
door and saw Helen inside, relieving her mother. She looked up and noticed
him staring at her through the plate glass. His appearance startled her ; his
eyes were haunted, hungry, sad; she got the impression he would come in and
ask for a handout and had made up her mind to give him a dime, but instead
he disappeared.®

NV ERODBBOREIMEBR LTS 30, ZOROHITELSDDLITE -
TR TTHY, ThEEEFETH - Tdikle LHdEORSD TV DR BOBKE
LIRS TBEDORAELFIKNELBD T Y ATV REFWDTRIZFTO~V vEBobke s
LA DR LT RELBENNRLL B h 21Dy F UT—EBHI I B LTV & s
5Dhve NV VIREMUIDR, WHMKLE S LEAETR TV RO, tv b Fhd T
= ADZ, ~VVYEEHRDOE, [7TvA2 v ] OFXRLOWEELZ OBRMCIE® 5, = D%
7IVIREY)ANELL, EOEREL ST H BIE~ VY ANOREHPEEDF L T
<

The Assistant, presumably, is a love story, a domestic romance, a grocery
store idyll of unwarranted poverty and harsh spiritual deprivation.®

Eny Vv ol “alove story” LW BEELY—BRCHITONELL 7D, L
#L%@%uﬂﬁ74im%%ﬂ%ofk#ﬁ#ﬁﬁbﬁboﬁ@77yﬁﬁ%§®ﬁt&ﬁ?
RichT22,00 L TERV, TORREBH TNV VOEETFIK T ERBI LT LI
ZADHIBECESET D, LALEY ADJEDFREY EFH T En LTtz EBNR20 - Tl
WH IRk, RFRLo T~V v RBREICBLTLE 5, bbAALTHIIFLEND L 57
bOTIRAVH S LR,

“Helen, nothing can kill the love I feel for you.”
“In your mouth it’s a dirty word.”®
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A~V VYDOWHIEYD ZTRIETFELL LVWIREHYDOET Lrvb Lk, x5 E77 v7n
KNS o EO DT D I R, L LW D LT ERYD B EL AR b, — B
BOHI R E) AR T AFETHRCHE, TLUTMATREATLE KR 77 V27K -
TE T—RODTHRIMCEH <, ThITEELY LTTr %238, [ERE>ThrbbeE ¥
Mo L THESTST ) AR LTOBRTALDIEA I, ThEdb~V vOELRT5
FARA I Lo THREZRE TLTLE o L ~DOHEFRITALDIEA 5 Dy

She said again, “Why do you work so hard for nothing? What do you stay

here for?”
For love, he wanted to say, but hadn’t the nerve. “For Morris.”®

B FRNBEDIDIEE D & EMTEL, FRITEOBNE LAY TR TeDIRDD,
Bl bh~vvRFERFRYED T g\, LA 55 HEROEIR - TL
B, —IENE I b bk HEARIEERTADKIE, BOMBDTWIANV VORERELIZ-ED
Ui\ FRE G LR B R IE CO S E s Lb kDD & LA TE 5,

Then one day, for no reason he could give, though the reason felt familiar,
he stopped climbing up the air shaft to peep at Helen, and he was honest in

the store.?

<5<y FRFOBDOEHEM S 3 LTt g, 72 “the reason felt familiar”
LMD, BELLFRIbELET7T Vv IDREHslct) ARMUCERIN, €V A
e — R0 E LWABOBCRRBE L EEX @M RVWIESS, LTV VY ED
REZHE AR D1,
It was a strange thing about people—they could look the same but be different.
He had been one thing, low, dirty, but because of something in himself—some-
thing she couldn’t define, a memory perhaps, an ideal he might have forgotten
and then remembered—he had changed into somebody else, no longer what he

had been. She should have recognized it before. What he did to me he did
wrong, she thought, but since he has changed in his heart he owes me nothing.®

25 LToADRRIL » e £ LTZDTADOHE, OWTREBOZREYEH LT 500
75 v I DARBHERYFEE L TCWAE7 T v ARELN TR L s7c "5, TLTH D
—, T7F VIR LY AN D VO BEOITAIDIE, A 2V T AR LY ANRILD LW
Ty vy F=viiiEELTw5 X351 (“For Jew and Christian, the conversion often

seems neither Jewish nor Christian; but instead, it is incomplete and grotesque.”)®



19

~%mmnbbxa%k%@a%i5hbmfﬁoa?hd%h%~00%&%ﬁ%&v5:&
Ki5%o TRRE2 LY AL D ENT T VI E~L VOB EBORBEYEMT S = Lot
BT, FROILAIC B = ADRIOBE L E\ AT RIUL L ooy BT St
R~V VD & LR L AR, “Dog—uncircumcised dog !"® LIEA DS, LiL=
AN B D ERL R RO I lh, TEE DL S CIPLT LRFREETRTELOK, S
KT TBACELIEF 2T 575 V7 DRI~V v ~OBBORRAEH LTS &k
X5,

*IRy FD[7YA2 v P] WEBEE S CZDERMLERT= 2 — 2 — 7 DBy
BN 2 DEFEEHME L, RARCRBNEEY b > T—ADAYOLEE, —ADLHOF
ZHBRSIbLVCETORROBEL I CICYERDTH S,
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