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It is well known how the successful Clemens steamed under the pressures of
the very respectability he sought and gained, and well known that by 1884 a cor-
rosive despair for humanity, full of evil and duplicity, was beginning to oppress
him. In writing Huck’s adventures he expressed, among other things, his impa-
tience with the middle-class status he had attained. But it is seldom remarked
that in re-creating Hannibal and the river which flowed by it he was extraordi-
narily conscious of the facts of hideous violence and death, and expressed a horror
of them that he had learned as a boy and had never forgot.w
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I have finished the story & didn’t take the chap beyond boyhood. I believe it
would be fatal to do it in any shape but autobiographically—like Gil Blas. I per-
haps made a mistake in not writing it in the first person. If I went on, now, &
took him into manhood, he would just be like all the one-horse men in literature
& the reader would conceive a hearty contempt for him.

By & by I shall take a boy of twelve & run. him through life (in the first
person) but not Tom Sawyer—he would not be a good character for it.®

FThbbtve—ViE ThA ey —v—] ~ORECEST, FRT~y 74 o 7 4 V]
KIZ—AFRDEDIFLLTO A~y 7% BHIRE T EXE LT bI T, £ LTHE L DR
¥FObLLEAVEVCHRE EL RV TTATHADL, 2D~y 70— AR X 558 b DBk
BB DI, |

By ZIRELEBOCBRND T, FHOEBI, BALIEHCHFLLI L1l
Twigh, ARASHIFBEIFTHS LARCEZAYTLHHDT, HoBHB Uhricyy
BT, bolbHHEO/ALERRL LD LOWRLIBR B bR, LT
DEHOBEM: e ) HHHCHECTFL DI » L AFEAARTETLHHbIFEN, £OK
MBI LAEE LD ONLEEEF LI L LTWBH L5 I xR b,

BIZLEEBFR O X + v Z7B OB LTED, oA &icibA Tuakid il b o Wi
Em,bkéf%ﬁ6®£~b%@oT%WBh&VI5KLTLiotAwﬁﬁ%ﬁ&%&b
DK, bLAHAWRLEKETHILDEDBRENER LICE VS ZL4H50, HFHDEXED
BIC LTy 2 BB b & T ORI LassR T s 7,

Well, before long, here comes the wreck, dim and dusky, sliding along down!
A kind of cold shiver went through me, and then I struck out for her! She was
very deep, and I see in a minute there warn’t much chance for anybody being
alive in her. I pulled all around her and hollered a little, but there wasn’t any
answer; all dead still. I felt a little bit' heavy-hearted about the gang, but not
much, for I reckoned if they could stand it, I could.®
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All of a sudden, bang! bang! bang! goes three or four guns—the men had
slipped around through the woods and come in from behind without their horses!
The boys jumped for the river—both of them hurt—and as they swum down the
current the men run along the bank shooting at them and singing out, “Kill
them, kill them!” It made me so sick I almost fell out of the tree. I ain’t
agoing to tell all that happened—it would make me sick again if I was to do that.
I wished I hadn’t ever come ashore that night, to see such things. I ain’t ever
going to get shut of them—Ilots of times I dream about them.?
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They took Boggs to a little drug store, the crowd pressing around, just the
same, and the whole town following, and I rushed and got a good place at the
window, where I was close to him and could see in. They laid him on the floor,
and put one large Bible under his head, and opened another one and spread it on
his breast—but they tore open his shirt, first, and I seen where one of the bullets
went in. He made about a dozen long gasps, his breast lifting the Bible up when
he drawed in his breath, and letting it down again when he breathed it out—and
after that he laid still; he was dead. Then they pulled his daughter away from
him, screaming and crying, and took her off. She was about sixteen, and very

sweet and gentle—looking, but awful pale and scared.?
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The shooting down of poor old Smarr in the main street at noonday supplied
me with some more dreams; and in them I always saw again the grotesque
closing picture—the great family Bible spread open on the profane old man’s
breast by some thoughtful idiot and rising and sinking to the labored breathings
and adding the torture of its leaden weight to the dying struggles. We are curiously
made. In all the throng of gaping and sympathetic on-lookers there was not
one with common sense enough to perceive that an anvil would have been in
better taste there than the Bible, less open to sarcastic criticism and swifter
in its atrocius work. In my nightmares I gasped and struggled for breath under
the crush of that vask book for many a night.0
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The humorous story is told gravely; the teller does his best to conceal the
fact that he even dimly suspects that there is anything funny about it.. .
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From his cradle to his grave a man mnever does a single thing which has any
FIRST AND FOREMOST object but one—to secure peace of mind, spiritual comfort,
for HIMSELF .2 '
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They did not quite see then that there may be two sorts of selfishness—brutal
and divine; that he sacrifices others to himself exemplifies the first, whereas he
who sacrifices himself for others personifies the second—the divine contenting of

his soul by serving the happiness of his fellow-men.®
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Diligently train your ideals upward, and still upward, toward a summit where
you will find your chiefest pleasure, in conduct which, while contenting you, will be

sure to confer benefits upon your neighbor and the community.¥
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Persons attempting to find a motive in this narrative will be prosecuted; persons
attempting to find a moral in it will be banished; persons attempting to find a
plot in it will be shot.ts
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