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“Alex, these men are invaders. They have taken our country by surprise and
treachery and force.”®

“...Yours was the first clear act. Your private anger was the beginning of a public

anger....”(3)

“Alex, go knowing that these men will have no rest, no rest at all until they

are gone, or dead. You will make the people one....(4)
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“...Free men cannot start a war, but once it is started, they can fight on in defeat.

Herd men, followers of a leader, cannot do that, and so it is always the herd

men who win battles and the free mén who win wars. You will find that is so,

sir,”(5)
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“I am not sorry. He told me to go to work—me, a free man...”(6
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“I hope we can get along together. It will be so much easier for everyone. I hope

we can trust you....”(8)
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The War came on, and I wrote The Moon Is Down as a kind of celebration of the

. durability of democracy. I couldn’t cenceive that the book would be denounced.
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I had written of Germans as men, not supermen, and this was considered a very
weak attitude te take. I couldn’t make much sense out of this, and it seems
absurd now that we know the Germans were men, and thus fallible, even defea-

table....(9
(4)
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b, FOKEBEEIL, %< OUFRNEH TS Lo, ERHOEEIHE IR S story I 2
LR TWwitws & Th 5, French 1 “He failed to correlate his moral with his plot.”a®
L =\, Fontenrose 3 “But although we are told in the novel that freemen in a demo-
cracy have a strength that tyranny cannot break, the narrative does not support
this thesis.”aD L E\», Watt {3 “The danger is that these ideas divorced from or not
deeply embodied in a fully felt reality, may be manipulated too easily, like pieces
in a chess-game.”d®» L &% Astro 1 “Its failure as art is traceable not to Steinbeck’s
refusal to polemicize the horrors of Nazism (actually, neither World War II nor
the Nazi army is mentioned in The Moon Is Down), but rather to his inabilty to
relate an abstract philosophical vision to cencrete reality.”d® Lji-X, Levant (X

“What is missing is any great effort on Steinbeck’s part, beyond asserting that
free men will not be conquered, to put the violent actions in a context that ration-
alizes the process by which individuals become group-man or to explain how group-
man resists conquest when the people are unarmed and starved.”d® L F 5T\ %,
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In the doorway he turned back to Dr Winter.
“Crite, I owe a cock to Aselepius,” he said tenderly. “Will you remember to pay
the debt ?”
Winter closed his eyes for a moment before he answered, “The debt shall be
paid.”
Orden chuckled then. “I remembered that one. I didn’t foget that one.” He put
his hand on Prackle’s arm and the lieutenant flinched away from him.
And Winter nodded slowly. “Yes, you remembered. The debt shall be paid.”d
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The figures in The Moon Is Down, both invaded and invaders, are not real people
who suggest certain qualities ; they are qualities masquerading as human
beings.1®
ZORERAIGR L 7o & 5 HiRABND b » & HEILE FE—“Free men cannot start a war,
but once it is started, they can fight on in defeat. Herd men, fllowers of a leader
cannot do that, and so it is always the herd men who win battles and the free
men who win wars. You will find that is so, sir”(D—3-H48IZEE<L 0)*@550 French
X85, .
Surely no one on the Allied side could condemn this heartening oration. Unfor-

tunately it remains oratory; the story does not illustrate its truth.(® -

(5)

FOAD Orden HEDHEARTSOBERED—IL Steinbeck &N &V BETHERE
FLTWRNZ L TH D, BB ZHREPOL L TE LSRG TRE IR oK, REED
PR Rl T 525 2 LA 3 &, SORAT L OBRATITRRWHED K&



REDIL Y DRES X TWS, HF1EOBH Joseph & Dr. Winter D£&3HikrofR ¢
H%5,

“Eleven o’clock ?” Doctor Winter asked.

And Joseph answered abstractedly, “Yes, sir. The note said eleven.”

“You read the note ?”

“No, sir. His Excellency read the note to me.,”(9

Doctor Winter repeated, “Eleven o’clock, and they’ll be here then, too. A time-

minded people, Joseph.”

And Joseph said, without listening, “Yes, sir.”

“A time-minded people,” the doctor repeated.

“Yes, sir,” said Joseph.

“Time and machines.”

“Yes, sir.”@0)
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Even though written like Of Mice and Men for almost direct dramatization,
The Moon Is Down lacks the sense of almost overpoweringly urgent movement
towards an irresistible catastrophe that distinguished‘ the earlier narrative. One
is aware of one magnificent character, Mayor Orden, who grows in stature and
moves splendidly towards an unworthy doom ; but the author too rarely focuses
upon the Mayor.2D
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A recollection of freedom is their moral justification for the creation of terror,
but the recollectiqn has no organic connection with the terror or the mechanics
of group-man. Another way of putting this is that the natives kill the invaders
because they ére there, not because they restrict freedom.
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Hunter, 'm a good, loyal man, but semetimes when I hear the brilliant ideas
of headquarters, I wish I were a civilian, an old, crippled civilian. They always
think they are dealing with stupid people. I don’t say.that this is a measure of
their intelligence, do I?7@®
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«] will carry out my orders no matter what they are, but I do think, sir, a
proclamation from you might save many lives.” @9
Lanser kb L b FU O R THIERRINROEAL & 755 A T b % 24, Stein-

beck i% Lanser kfeic ARIRY, #tfcBax b L2050 T, MREAFOHVCABLLT
LEoTW3,

BREOER L FELT EEL bR S A Tonder EtL Prackle fiinib 2, v~
F v 7k ATH% Tonder HENIFE5FET, MMM DIV KOTARLY, RHITSE
NS T3] Ebd\T Loft KBhcHZNih, HAR%E Tk Molly Morden D% %R T
BERTLES>0THY, Prackle hpHafEncEEBih 525, #5% <% Tonder Hift
I EBIIB S5 I E SN, B 7EZCIRAEAK & »> T\, Lanser KEd bt
HEND, HEIPOLAYLE L TCOMEREZ bR TWARVWOTELER WD, REEOERLE
HRIEDHETTH D,

Lanser kth# i &3 % RBEFBEOMEFIX, Orden HiROWE LRAFCTTITH-T,
MRS ¥ Y HE Bbh s REEOBE 2 LIS hics, TOHCRMES 21K



ik T & Fontenrose 11 EDTH 5,

The fault, however, does not lie in his attempt to reveal the humanity of German
offiers, but in the false humanity that he gave them. These men do not ring
true; they are like sentimental Americans.@
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In short, despite Steinbeck’s efforts to control his pattern of fictional reality,
The Moon Is Down is little more than a somewhat altered version of Steinbeck
(still immersed in the Ricketts materials he used in shaping the narrative por-
tion of Sea of Cortez) playing “speculative metaphysics” with his own and Ricketts’
ideas.®®
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