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0000 can0 mayOO0OOOO0OO0OO0OOOOOOCOOOOCOOOOOOOODOODOO
can may 0000000000000 O0O0O0O0O0O0O00CO0O0O00C0000 cand may 00O
gbooooooooooobooooboooodooooobooobooobooooooooooaon
0000000000000 0000000DO00DO0O0O0O0O0O0DOOOOOoOO ‘Silence’d0
gobobooooooooooooo

1. D000

0000 (modal auxiliary verb) 0 can 0 mayO0 O 00 00O (possibility) 00 0 OO (permission) O
goodoooboooooooboooooobobobooooobbOoooobbOooooooboooa
goodoooboooooooboooooobobobooooobbOoooobbOooooooboooa
0000 can0 mayO O OOOOO0OOOOOOOOOOO

0oddd can0 may OO OO0 QO0Q0QOOoOoO...00000000O0O0O0O0OO0O00000OO0O0
00 J.Coates 000 OO0DOO0ODOOOODOOOOODOD (corpus) D0O0O0O0O0OO0OO0ODOOOOO
00 (fuzzy set theory) 0000000000000 0OO ‘Silence’ 0000000000 DOOOOO
ooooo...0oooooooood

2. canUmayOO0ooooooOO

obobobod canU0 mayOO0D0OO0ODOOOO0OOODOODOODOOOOOOOODOODOODO
000000 OCEDOUOOOOOD can0 may0 OO O0OO0OOOOOOOOOOO

Can
0. As an independent verb.
T1. trans. To know.... 1000-1649.
2. intr. To have knowledge.... 1250-1875.
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0. With infinitive.
3. To know how (to do anything)..., to be intellectually able. 1154-1726.
4. To be able; to have the power, ability or capacity. 1300-1875.
5. Expressing a possible contingency. 1250-1816.
6. Expressing possibility : To be permitted or enabled by the condition of the case. 1542-1848.
(OED Vol. O : pp.816, 817)
May
O . As a verb of complete predication.
T1. intr. To be strong ; to have power.... 825-1430.
O . As an auxiliary of predication.
2. Expressing ability or power.... 900-1857.
3. Expressing objective possibility, opportunity, or absence of prohibitive conditions 888-1903.
4. Expressing permission or sanction.... 1000-1852.
5. Expressing subjective possibility.... 1205-1875.
(OED Vol.O : pp.499, 500)

can 000 toknow’ D000 O000DO00OOODODOOOOOODOOOOOODODOOOOOOO
oboboboboobobooboboooi00 myOO00O0oOO0oOO0ODOODODOODODOOODOOO
00000000000000000000000000000 can0 may00 00O (Old English :
O0CEOOOD)ODOODD MiddleEnglish:00 MEODDO)DOOOOODOOOOOO

O cand

can0 00000 cunnanO ‘to have learned, to have attained (to) knowledge’ D00 000000
00O (preterite-present verb) 000 0000000000000 (DO00)00000O00O00OO
doboooooboooooobooooooobob oo b ooooobooooooobooooo
00000000000 0000000CEOUD cunnan 00000000 OODOOO1000000
O00000 Beowulf 00220 0000000000000 0O0OO0O

(1180) Ic minne can / gleedne Hropulf. peet he pa geogode wile arum healdan. (I know my

gracious Hrothulf, that he will honourably entreat our children.)

000000 cunnanO ‘know’ 000000000000 D00O0DOOOO0OOEQO cunnanO0
Oo00o0oooo0oUooooMEOUOODOOOUOOODODOOUOOODOOOOUODODOOOOOOOOO
0000oo0oooU0oooooU0oooooU00ooooU0UoooOoUUooooOOoUooDoOO
0000000000000000000000000 ‘know how to’, ‘be able to’ DO OO OO0
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0000000O0O0OMEOOO can0000O00O O Geoffrey Chaueer (?1340-1400) D000 D0 OO The
Canterbury TalesO0 O can0 0004140 00000000000000O

(V-600) Who kan sey bet than he, who kan do werse ? (who can say better than he, who can do

worse ?)

0000000000000 0000D0000D0D0D00DOO0O0OO0DOoOO0OD0DDOOOO0n0 The Can-
terbury TalesO O OO DOOODOO

(O -1287) For who kan be so buxom as a wyf ? (For who can be so obedient as a wife ?)

MEOOODOOQOOUOUOO canO0O00000O0ODOOOOOOO0OODODOOOOOOOOODODOO
gobooobooobooobooboboboobooboboboboboobobooboobooboboobooon
gooboobooooooooboobob

0 mayO

may0OO0O0O0O magand OEOOOOOOOOOOOOOOODO canO0O0O0OO0OO0OOOOO
0000000000000 0000cunnan000000000O00O0O ‘to be strong’ ‘to have
power’ 00000O0OO0OO0O0OOOOOOO0OOOOOO0OOOO0O0OO0OO0O0O0O0O0O00O0OOO magan O
cunnan 000 OEOOOOOOQO Beowulf 0080000

(277) Ic pees Hrodgar maeg / purh rimne sefan raed gelz@ran. (I [i. e. Beowulf] can give Hrothgar

good counsel about this, with generous mind.)
000000000000 maganO0 000000000 canO0000Omagan000000O0O0OO0O0

0000000000000 0000000000 CE0U0O0OO00UOOOOBeowuf0O0OOOOO
ooooooon

(2801) ne meeg ic her leng wesan. (I [i.e. Beowulf] may stay here no longer.)

MEOOOOOODOOOODOOOODOOOODO0DMODODO0OODO0oOD0OD0oo0o00o0o0Do0D0oo0o0OoME OO
The Canterbury TalesO O mayO Q0 Q009360000

(O 161) He may doon as hym laste (He may do as he likes.)
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000000 my0O00ooooooooooooOon

OEOO MEOQO cunnan(can) 0 magan(may) 0000000000000 OMEOOODO canO0O
00000000000 0000000d cand mayd OEOO MEOOOOODOOOOOOOO
dddddoooooooooooo

O0O0OcanO0 mayOOQoooono

know be able be possible | be permitted
cunnan o x 0O x 0 x [
OE
magan x [ o[ o[ o[
can x [ o[ oQ x [0
ME| may x [J x [J o[d o[d
know o x [ x [0 x 0

can 00000000000 ‘%know’ D0may000000000OO canO...0000000000
O0Ocunnan 000 ‘toknow’ 0000000000000 0OO0OOOOO ‘to be able’, ‘to be
possible’ 000 0ODO0O0000O0O0O0UO0OOOUOOO magan000O0O0O0O0O0OOOOO canO0O
00000 ‘tobe possible’, ‘to be permitted D000 O0O0O00 MEOOOOOOOOOOOOO
000000000000 cand mayd ‘tobepermitted 00 0000000000000

3. J.Coatesd can may O o d

000 Palmer (1979), Leech (1971) DO O OOODODO cand may 00D ODODODOOOODOOO
000000000000 0000000000D000000000000DooOooooooal.
Coates (1983) 00000 (corpus) 000D 000000 O0O0O0O0DDO (fuzzy set theory) 00O can
UOmay000OO00D0D0O0O00O0DODOO

Coates 100 DOOODOOOO1,000,0000 0000 Lancaster corpus O 000 OO 0O OO 7250000
00000000000 Survey of English Usage corpus 0 00 000000000000 OOOO
000000 can00D00OO000DDOO0

0ooooooooooo CANOOD

Permission | Possibility | Ability | Gradience | Sample
Total
Survey 10 129 41 20 200
Lancaster 8 148 57 18 231

(J. Coates (DO O):pl04)
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00 gradience 0000000000000 DOOO0ODODOODDOODD (0)0O0DDOOOO
gbobooboboooooooooobooboboboboobobooooobogoon

(O) All we can do is send some money to them.
(00) 0000000000000 0O000000000000000 canO0O000O00OOOO
goo0ooooooo0ooooobooo0oooooooo0ooooooooooOoooooOoOoooo
gooo

(O0) Iknow a place where we can get a cheap bag.

(00) 0000000000000 00000000000can 000000000000 O0O0
gboboboboooooooooboboboboobooooobooon

(O0) I canwalk all the way to the station.

obobO0canOO0OO0O0O0DOODOOOODOOOOODODODOD

(0) CanIsmoke in here?

gbobobobooioD myo00ooooOoDOOobDOO

000o0oOooooo0oo MAYO OO

Epistemic Root Permission| Quasi- Bene- Indeter- Sample

Possibility | Possibility subjunctive| diction mediate Total
Survey 147 7 32 0 1 13 200
Lancaster 143 53 14 7 1 18 236

(J. Coates (D O O): pl56)

00 0O quasi-subjunctive 0000000 Mbenediction 000 00000000000O0O00O0OO
00000000000 000 epistemic possibility 000000000 0DO0DO0OOOOOOOOO
gooboobooooooooobooboboboboboooobobobobooooo

(0) Have you got a pen?

I may have one.
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root possibility 000000000 0O0O0OCOOO00OO0OOOOOO0OODOOOOOUOODODOOOOO
ooo

(O) T'll tell you the truth so that you may make arrangements.

0000000 canO0000000O0000000000 Lancaster 1000000800000
oboboooo

(O) A court within its discretion may impose a judicial beating for a second offence or over.

(0)0000000D0000000O000 ‘have the authority and be allowed to’ D OO OO0 OO0
00000000000O0DO0DbOO00000O0ooDOD SuwveyOOOOOOOOOODOODOD
(84%) 0 “Mayl...”0000000000O0O

(O0) May] read your message?

(00)0D0 intermediate 100 0000000000000 000O0DO0O0OOOOO0OOOO
goooo

(O) If you want to come with your wife, you may do so.

Coates 0000000 ODOOOODOUOOOOOUODOOOOOOODOODOOOOOOOOO
goboobgooboobobooboobooobooobooboobooboobooboobooo
0000000000000000000000000000000O(oere) 0000000000
0000000000000 Gkir)00000000000000(periphery) 0000000000
gbobooooobooboboboooooon
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PERIPHERY

SKIRT

goooooooao

Coates0 can0 00000000 DO0OOOOODOOOO

Permission

Possibility

UO00canO0O0OO0OOO0OOO

can 0000000000 (permission)d O O 0O O (possibility)dd O O O (ability) D0 O O0O00O0O
(Leech ; 1971, Hermeren 1978), Coates 0 0 0000000000000 ODO0O0OO can 00000
Jddbododooob0oooodoooooooooooDoooooooDOooOooooooOooDoa
oo

O00may00O0O0O00O000O CoatesD O ODDOOOODOODO
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Permission

Epistemic

Possibility

Possibility

O00mayO0OOOOD0OOO

0000000000000000 ‘tis allowed for X 000000000000 DO0OOOOO ‘it
ispossible for X’ 0000000000 0DDDOOOOOODOOOOOODOOOOOOOOOOO
oooobgooboobooboobooboobooobooboobooboobooboobooo
gboboooooboobobobooooooboobobobobooboooboDo
00o0o0oono J.Ceates 00 IODOOUODOOOODUODOOODOOOOODOOUODOODOOUODO
ooo
gbooboobooboboooooboboobooboooboobobooboobobooobooDbog
oboobooooo
gbooboobooboboooooboboobooboooboobobooboobobooobooDbog
oboobooooooooDo
gbhobobooooooooboboboboobooooooboobobobooobooboon

4, canO mayoooon

gbdb cacnO00000D00D0O0DO0O0ODO0O0 Mmayd 000000000 OOOODO0O
UO00Ocan U0 may OO OO0 ODOO0O0OO0OOO0OO0OOODOOOOOOOOOOODOOOOOD
gboobooboooooooooon

00 can0 mayO0 000000000000 O00O0OO0DOOOOOOOOO ‘Sience’00000
0oooooOo@Oo)oooo

OO00OSilence000 cand may 0 00O

oooo ooo ooo ooo ooo

can 171 45 4 14 244

may 25 3 4 32
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(00)000D00000D000000000 can 000000000 canDmay 00000000
gooboobooooooooboobob
Coates0 DO DDOODOODD can0 mayOD OO OOOODODO

ABILITY ROOT POSSIBILITY PERMISSION EPISTEMIC POSSIBILITY
|7 32 | 147

| 41 | 129 10|

ODOOCANO MAYOOOOSurveyO OO
(J. Coates (0O O):pl23)
ABILITY ROOT POSSIBILITY PERMISSION EPISTEMIC POSSIBILITY
| 7 14| 143

| 57 | 148 8|

OOO0OCANDO MAYOOOO Lancaster 0O O

(J. Coates (0D O O): pl23)

(0D)000D000000000 Survey 0OOO0O mayd can000000000O0DOOOOO
goboooooobooooooobooooooboboooooboo0oooboobobooooboDbo
Lancaster 00 0000000000 0O00D0O0DMOOOOOOOOOOOOOOODOODODODODOO
000000000000000 Coates can000O00000000Omay0000D0OOOO
00000000000000000000000000 Coates 00000 Palmer (1979 : 3000 O
0 (1995 :21900000000000000000000000000000D000O0D0O0000
0000000000000 0000U0oo0ooUooDoOon Coates DO OOODOOOODO

camO00O00000O0O0O0OO0DOOOOOOOOOOOOOD...ODO0000O0O0b0Oon

(10) We can make coffee like this upstairs.

U0 myO0O0O0O0O00O00DOO0DOOOOOOOOO0ODOOO0DOO0OOOOOOOO0OOODOOn

(11) I may have put them down on the tabled they are not in the door.

(1)00000000000 may000000000000 can00000000O0DODOOOOOOO

gobooobooooboobooboooboboooboooboobbo myOO0O0DOOOO0ODOOODO
00000000000 can0 mayOOOO0OO00O00O000O0O0O0O CoatesOOOOOOOOOOO
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(12)I may / can come tomorrow.

(Everything’s arranged.)

(120000000000000000000000000000000000000000 may
000000000005 :50000000000

(13) I may come tomorrow.

(But I'm not sure yet.)
00 Leech(1971) 0 canO mayO0 0000000000000 00000

can 0 00O (possibility) 00 very common[
can O ‘theoretical possibility’, 0 0000000000000 O0OOOOOOOO

(14) Even expert drivers can make mistakes. (= It is possible for even expert drivers to make
mistakes.)
15) The road can be blocked.
(=1t is possible for the road to be blocked.)

can0 0000000000 OOODOODO0ODOO0O0O toOODODODOOOODOODOO

may 0 0 00O (possibility) 0 common[
may 0 “factual possibility 0 00 000000000000 00OO0OO0OOOOOOO

(16) Careful, that gun maybe loaded. (=It is possible that gun is loaded.)
(17) The road may be blocked.

(=1t is possible that the road is blocked.)

(Leech 1994, p81)

may0000000D00D0DODOOthat0 000000000
Leech0 mayODODOOOUOU0OOO0O0O0OOOOODOODOOcan0000O0ODOODDODODOOODOO
O0000000OCeates 000D ODO0OOUOOOOODOOOOOOOOOO canO0OO0OO
00000 meyOO00O0O0O0OO0O0OO0O0OD0O0ODOODOODOODODODODOOOOOOOODOODOO
oboobgoobooboobooobooboobobooobooboboboboboobOoobOooD
oboboobooooooooobobo
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00000 cand mayOO0O0O Leech(1971) 0 can0 00 may0 0000000000 DOOOO
ooooooooooono Ceates OO OUOODOOOODODOODOODOOOOOOOOOOOOO
OO0 Coates 00000000 OOOUD can0 000000000 OOooooolooooooong
0000000may0000000000003200000000000M4000000000 can
goooboboooobobboooboboooubDbbdOmey 00O O0OooOobobOoOg
goddob0Omay 000000 ODOOOOOODOOOO0ODODODOOOODODOOOUOODDDbDOOO
Joobdodb0Ublcan0 000000 OOO0DOO0OOOOODOODODOODOOn

(18) You can park on the street in this town.

b0 canO0000D0OO0DOODOODOODOODODOODOOOOODOOD myDOOOOOO0OOOOO
gobooobooobooobooboboboobboobooboboboobobooboobooboobooon
gbooobooboboooooooobooboobobo

(19) You may buy sowe sweets, John.
(20) May I apply for this job?

can0 may0 000000 can000000000D00D0O0O000O00Omay 000000 OOODO
0000000000000 00O00U0ooooUon Coates0 0D OOODUOODOOOmMmaydoQ
goooobobbooooooobobbobooooooboobobbooooooobbbooooooon
Mayl..0OOOOOOOOOODOOOOO0O0OO0OO0OO0O0OO0OO0OOOOOOO

5. 0o0ong

obobobooooobO ecan0 mayOOOOOO0OOOODOODOOOOOOOOODOODOODO
UOmayd can 000000000000 mayyOODOOO0OOO0OO0OO0OD0OO0OD0OO0ODOO0OOOO canO
gobooobooobooobooboboboobboobooboboboobobooboobooboobooon
goo000000000may D000 can0000000D00ODcanODO0O0O0DOODODOODOODO
0000000000 know’ 00000000 O0OO0ODOOODOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO
goobooooboobobobobOobob0oboboboboobobobobo00 maydoooono
gboobooboobobboobooboboobobobobobo0obob0b00b0 may0 oo
goooooboboooboobobob canbO00OO0DODOOOODODODOOODODODO
gobobOoboooobobibob0Omay 00000000 OODODOOODODOOOODOODO
goooooooon

0000 Coates 0D 0O0ODOO0OOO0OOOOOODOO can0 mayO0OOOOOOOOO
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obooboobooboboobooboobooboobooboobobobobbooboobooo
obooboobooboboobooboobooboobooboobobobobobooboobOooDb
gboboobooooobobobobooobooooboobobobooboboboooooobooon
gbobo0o0obo0oOoOnoboboobobobOmay 0 0000DOOOODOODOOOODO
Ob000OcanO00OD0O0OO0ODOODOODOOOOODOODOODOODOODOODOODODOO
U000 myO0D0OO0OO0O0O0OD0 can0O0O0D0O000O0OD0OD0ODOO0DODOOODO can0OOO0ODODO
oboobooboobooboobooboobooboobooboboboobboobOoobooo
obobDonD can 0 mayOUODODO0OMMOOOO0OO0OO0OOO0OO0OODOODODODOOOOOOO
gboboooooobooboboboboooobooobooboobooboboobobooooobooDbo
goooooobooboobobooboobooboobobobooboob0booboobobDbo
gboboobooooooboobobobobooooooboooboobob0obobo

oooad
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